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WEEK 2

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Have you ever been the only person that believed something, in a crowd of
people who didn’t?
2. Would you consider yourself a person of belief or a person of unbelief?

KEY POINTS
• The Little Boy believed He could be used by God. - John 6:1-14
• Our resources can have a multiplicative effect when we believe in God’s promises.
- 2 Corinthians 9:10-15
• God removes all excuses when He calls us to give. - 2 Corinthians 8:1-5

FURTHER DISCUSSION FROM SCRIPTURE
Read each Scripture passage and discuss the questions as a group. You may want
to have each group member journal their answer first in the lines provided before
discussing together, as a means of encouraging all to participate more deeply.
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THE LITTLE BOY BELIEVED HE COULD BE USED BY GOD
John 6:1-14
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, and a great crowd of people followed
Him because they saw the signs He had performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside
and sat down with His disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near.
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread
for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for He already had in mind what He was going to do.
Philip answered Him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a
bite!”
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five
thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated
as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
When they had all had enough to eat, He said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing
be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over
by those who had eaten.
After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come
into the world.”

1.
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This little boy was able to be part of one of the most miraculous moments in
Scripture – one which significantly contributed to people believing that Jesus
indeed was the Son of God. Do you believe God can and WILL do something
THROUGH you and IN you during this Uncharted season? How do you think God
is seeking to use you and your resources that brings glory to Him and shines light
on His name, even when you may not know the specific path ahead? He is asking
you to trust Him. Will you?

WEEK 2

OUR RESOURCES CAN HAVE A MULTIPLICATIVE EFFECT WHEN WE BELIEVE IN
GOD’S PROMISES
2 Corinthians 9:10-15
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in
many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will
praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity
in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

2.

Our resources can have a multiplicative effect when we believe in God’s promises.
The little boy in the five loaves and two fishes story believed Jesus actually
COULD multiply his resources. Paul shares in this passage to the early church
that God gives all of us resources for the purpose of ‘being generous on every
occasion’ and that those resources might be multiplied for His glory. Let us
discuss a rather convicting and difficult question: If you were God, would you
give you more money? Reflect on this as honestly as you can. What is positive
and what needs work as it relates to how you currently steward God’s resources?
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GOD REMOVES ALL EXCUSES WHEN HE CALLS US TO GIVE
2 Corinthians 8:1-5
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on
their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And
they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also
to us.

3.
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The Macedonian churches went through severe trials, seasons that would be
called anything but abundant. And yet, they were able to give generously – even
beyond their ability. How often does our initial heart towards giving become
one that provides God (or others) with all of the reasons why we cannot give at
this time? The Macedonian churches actually begged Paul to have the privilege
of giving, even during a time when they felt they could not, during a time when
their path was not charted nor certain. Have you ever provided an excuse of why
you ‘cannot’ give during a certain time? What was the heart behind why you felt
that way?
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4.

Often we put unhealthy pressure on ourselves about what God or the Church is
asking us to do as it relates to our giving and become cynical or resistant, when
in fact those feelings often stem from a place of Holy Spirit conviction in our lives.
As you read about the little boy from the five loaves and two fishes story and as
you read about the giving of the Macedonian church, what convictions do you
feel present about your own heart and beliefs about what God can truly do in you
as it relates to your giving?
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